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Main Part of the Studio: The Camera

Understanding How a Commercial Camera Works

A commercial camera used in professional broadcasting studios is a sophisticated device 

integrating advanced optics and electronics to capture high-quality video. Here's an 

in-depth look into how a commercial camera functions, focusing on its critical 

components and processes.

Components and Working of a Commercial Camera

1. Lens:

○ Function: The lens is essential for focusing light onto the image sensor, 

creating a real and inverted image on the sensor.

○ Parts of the Lens:

■ Iris: The iris controls the amount of light entering the camera. By 

adjusting the iris, the camera can maintain the desired light level to 

achieve optimal exposure. This is crucial in varying lighting 

conditions to ensure the image is neither too dark nor too bright.

■ Focus Ring: The focus ring is used to adjust the clarity of the image. 

By rotating the focus ring, the camera operator can ensure that the 

subject is sharp and clear.

■ Zoom Ring: The zoom ring alters the focal length of the lens, 

allowing the operator to zoom in (telephoto) or zoom out 

(wide-angle) on the subject. This capability is essential for framing 

the shot appropriately.

2. Light Splitting and Processing:

○ Prism: After passing through the lens, the light hits a special prism that 

splits it into the three primary colors: Red, Green, and Blue (RGB). This 

separation is done in a specific ratio (30:59:11), reflecting the human eye's 

sensitivity to these colors.
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○ White Balance: White balance adjusts the balance between the RGB 

components to ensure accurate color reproduction under different lighting 

conditions. This feature is crucial for maintaining consistent color tones, 

regardless of whether the lighting is natural, fluorescent, or tungsten.

3. Black Balance:

○ Function: Black balance ensures that the camera's blacks remain true 

black and not tinted with unwanted colors such as green or blue, which 

can occur due to fluctuations in DC power.

○ Process: Similar to white balance, black balance involves setting a ratio for 

RGB components to ensure that black levels are accurately represented. 

The camera adjusts the black level to ensure that no color cast affects the 

image, maintaining a true black in the footage.

4. Image Sensors (CCDs):

○ Function: The RGB light components are directed to individual 

Charge-Coupled Devices (CCDs) for each color. CCDs convert the light into 

electrical signals.

○ Process:

■ Red, Green, and Blue components are processed separately by the 

CCDs.

■ The signals from the CCDs are then combined in the camera’s matrix 

to form a full-color image.

5. Signal Processing:

○ Matrix Conversion: The RGB signals are converted into Y (luminance), R-Y, 

and B-Y (chrominance) signals. This step is crucial for creating a signal that 

accurately represents both brightness and color information. Luminance 

represents the image's brightness, while chrominance conveys the color 

information.

○ Analog to Digital Conversion: The combined signals are converted from 

analog to digital form by an A/D converter. This conversion is essential for 

digital processing and transmission.

○ Serialization: The digital signals are serialized, preparing them for 

transmission over a single channel. Serialization ensures that the data can 

be transmitted efficiently without loss of quality.
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6. Output - SDI (Serial Digital Interface):

○ Function: The SDI is the output interface that carries the digital video 

signal. SDI ensures high-quality and high-speed transmission of video data.

○ Process: The serialized digital signal is sent through the SDI, which is then 

used for further processing, recording, or broadcasting. SDI supports 

various resolutions and frame rates, making it versatile for different 

broadcast standards.

Further Processing and Broadcasting:

1. Graphics and Keying:

○ Concept of Keying: Keying is a technique used to superimpose one image 

over another. It is widely used in broadcasting to add graphics, text, and 

other visual elements to the video feed.

○ Some Types of Keys:

■ Alpha Key: This is used for overlaying text or logos on the video. For 

example, the "Live" text on the top corner of the video is added 

using an alpha key. It uses an alpha channel to define transparency, 

allowing the background video to show through.

■ Chroma Key: This technique involves replacing a specific color in 

the video (commonly green or blue) with another video or image. It 

is often used for weather reports, where the presenter stands in 

front of a green screen, and the weather map is displayed behind 

them.

■ Luminance Key: This method uses the brightness level of the image 

to create transparency. It is less common but can be used for certain 

effects where brightness differentiation is crucial.

2. Integration with Camera Input:

○ Processing: The camera input is first captured in high quality, maintaining 

all details and colors. This input is then fed into a video mixer or a switcher 

where keying and other effects are applied.

○ Graphics Addition: Through keying, graphics such as channel logos, lower 

thirds (text at the bottom of the screen), and other visual elements are 

added to enhance the broadcast. This step is crucial for providing 

information and maintaining the channel's branding.
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3. Final Output:

○ Encoding and Compression: The processed video, now containing all 

necessary graphics and effects, is encoded and compressed for 

transmission. This ensures that the video can be transmitted efficiently 

without excessive bandwidth usage while maintaining high quality.

○ Transmission: The final video feed is transmitted through various means 

such as satellite, cable, or internet. The SDI signal might be converted into 

other formats depending on the transmission medium and the receiving 

equipment.

Summary

On day 14 of training, we delved into the workings of a commercial camera, highlighting 

the importance of the lens, light splitting using a prism, and the role of CCDs. We also 

covered the process of signal conversion, the significance of the SDI interface in 

broadcasting, and the crucial roles of white and black balance in maintaining accurate 

color reproduction. Additionally, we explored how keying techniques are used to 

integrate graphics and text into the video feed, further processing and transmission, 

ensuring high-quality broadcast content. Understanding these components and processes 

is essential for producing high-quality video content in a professional studio 

environment
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